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TAGS: SF. AO, PFOR, MILI 

SUB J : MINISTER DEFENCE BOTHA COMMENTS ON ANGOLA 

1 . SUMMARY: IN PRESS INTERVIEW PUBLISHED FEBRUARY 12 SAG 
MINISTER OF DEFENCE P.W.BOTHA ASSERTED THAT THERE WAS NOT 
A SOUTH AFRICAN DEFENSE 'LINE' 50 KM. WITHIN ANGOLA, BUT 
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DID NOT DENY PRESENCE OF SOUTH AFRICAN TROOPS THERE. BOTHA 
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REPEATED SAG POSITION THAT ITS INVOLVEMENT IN ANGOLA PROMPTED 
BY SOVIET-CUBAN INTRUSION AND THAT WEST HAS MADE MISTAKE 
IN NOT CONFRONTING SOVIET AGGRESSION. HE SAID THAT SAG 
WOULD BE WILLING TO NEGOTIATE WITH A POSSIBLE MPLA 
GOVERNMENT IF SOUTH AFRICAN INTERESTS ARE RESPECTED AND IF MPLA 
SHEDS CUBAN AND RUSSIAN OUTSIDERS. END SUMMARY. 

2. MIN DEFENCE BOTHA GRANTED INTERVIEW WITH NATIONAL 
PARTY SYMPATHIZER DIRK REZELMAN WHO CURRENTLY WORKING FOR 
RAND DAILY MAIL. INTERVIEW CARRIED IN THAT NEWSPAPER AND 
CAPE TIMES FEB 12. GIVEN RF.ZBT .MAN'S POLITICAL LEANINGS 

IT NOT UNLIKELY TO ASSUME THAT HE MADE EVERY EFFORT TO 
ASSURE THAT BOTHA CORRECTLY QUOTED. 

3. IN ANSWER TO RF.ZF.T .MAN'S QUESTIONS BOTHA REASSERTED 
THAT SOUTH AFRICAN INVOLVEMENT IN ANGOLA WAS RESPONSE TO 
SOVIET AND CUBAN AGGRESSION. HE STATED THAT WASHINGTON 
POST REPORTER BERNARD NOSSITER HAD MISINTERPRETED HIS 
COMMENTS ABOUT STATUS OF SOUTH AFRICA'S CURRENT FORCE IN 
ANGOLA. BOTHA SAID THAT THERE IS NO 'LINE'50 KM. WITHIN 
ANGOLA, BUT DID NOT DENY PRESENCE OF SAG MILITARY THERE. 

MIN DEF STATED THAT IF COMMUNIST FORCES PUSH FURTHER SOUTH. 

SOUTH AFRICA WILL BE ABLE TO DEAL WITH THEM. SOUTH AFRICAN 
FORCES DO NOT HAVE AN ANSWER FOR EVERY SOVIET WEAPON, BUT 
UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES WE CAN MORE THAN HOLD OUR OWN'. 

4. HE ASSERTED THAT SOUTH AFRICA'S INTERESTS IN AREA IS 

TO SEE WHOLE REGION POLITICALLY STABILIZED UNDER A TRULY 
NATIONAL GOVERNMENT'. OTHER INTERESTS ARE PROTECTION OF 
CALUEQUE DAM AND RUACANA HYDROELECTRIC SCHEME. ALSO SAG 
CONCERNED BY FLOOD OF REFUGEES MOVING SOUTHWARD AND 
INTERESTED IN SAFEGUARDING SOUTH WEST AFRICA FROM CHAOS 
OF DSTABLIZED AREA IMMEDIATELY TO THE NORTH. BOTHA 
EMPHASIZED 'THAT OUR RESPONSE TO THE COMMUNIST MILITARYY 
THRUST IS FOCUSED ON THE SWA BORDER AND IN CERTAIN PARTS 
OF ANGOLA ONLY. OUR WISH IS THAT THE PEOPLE THERE REACH 
POLITICAL RESOLUTION TO THEIR PROBLEM SOON'. 

5. MIN DEF SAID THAT SAG WOULD CONSIDER NEGOTIATING WITH 

A POSSIBLE MPLA GOVERNMENT IF REGION STABILIZED AND DEVELOPMENTS 
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NOT UNDERMINED BY MPLA— 'IN OTHER WORDS, IF THEY 
RESTRAIN THEMSELVES TO STAYING WHERE THEY BELONG’. DISCUSSIONS 
COULD BE HELD WITH MPLA REGARDING S.A.'S INTEREST IN AREA 
PARTICULARLY CALUEQUE DAM AND RUACANA SCHEME. BUT, 

BOTHA NOTED, 'HOW CAN WE NEGOTIATE WITH A POSSIBLE MPLA 
GOVERNMENT WHEN THESE FOREIGN NON-AFRICAN FORCES ARE 
BACKING THE MPLA?’ 
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6. BOTHA STATES THAT SOVIET'S GOAL IS TO CAUSE CHAOS IN 
SOUTH WEST AFRICA AND TO ULTIMATELY CONTROL CAPE SEA ROUTE. 

HE SAID SOUTH AFRICA HAS LONG WARNED ABOUT COMMUNIST 
AGGRESSION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA BUT THAT WEST HAS PREFERRED TO 
IGNORE WARNINGS. WEST MUST BEAR RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
POSSIBLE SOVIET ARMED SUPERIORITY IN ANGOLA WHICH PROMPTED. 

IN PART, BY SUSTAINED ARMS EMBARGO AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA. 

BOWDLER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INTERVENTION, POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, FORCE & TROOP LEVELS, FOREIGN INTEREST REPRESENTATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 12 FEB 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976CAPET00148 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760053-1142 
From: CAPE TOWN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760257/aaaabxge.tel 

Line Count: 124 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: housmasa 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <01 JUL 2004 by oatisao>; APPROVED <04 OCT 2004 by housmasa> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MINISTER DEFENCE BOTHA COMMENTS ON ANGOLA 
TAGS: PFOR, MILI, SF, AO, MPLA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



